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Book Reviews

Charlotte F. Otten, ed., A Lycanthropy Reader: Werewolves in Western Culture,
Syracuse University Press, 1986.
This interesting, if uneven, collection of 26 selections is divided into six
categories: (1) medical cases, diagnoses, descriptions; (2) trial records,
historical accounts, sightings; (3) philosophical and theological approaches
to metamorphosis; (4) critical essays on lycanthropy; (5) myths and legends;
(6) allegory.
The book is weighed heavily in favor of literature and essays from the
sixteenth century on. The classical and medieval periods are represented
by Ovid and Petronius, Giraldus Cambrensis, the Malleus maleficarum,
Marie de France, and a 1904 Milne translation of the fourteenth-century
legend, Arthur and Gorlagon. It is too bad that Marie de France appears in
an irritating 1911 mock-Gothic translation instead of the delightful recent
version by Ferrante-Hanning (with excellent notes).
Of the remaining original sources, four are from the sixteenth century,
five from the seventeenth, two from the nineteenth, and four from the twentieth. It would be interesting to know if people in the eighteenth century
had lost interest in werewolves or simply did not write appropriate works
on them.
Section 4 has five studies from 1964-83, three dealing with the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, one with the medieval period. The
fifth, which one might logically expect to find in section 1, describes
the disease of porphyria, a medical condition which certainly contributed
to the werewolf and vampire legends. This interesting approach is given
rather short shrift with a selection of two pages. Section 6 contains only
one entry.
The reader and its individual sections are each introduced by a short,
lucid essay explaining background and content. There is a brief selected
bibliography and excellent index. A worthy effort and a convenient
introduction to a fascinating topic, this collection will prove most rewarding to those whose interests tend to the literary, theological, or philosophical aspect of werewolves, especially in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries.
Melanie Shirk
University of New Mexico

